BRIGGSVILLE WATER DISTRICT
111 RIVER ROAD, CLARKSBURG, MA (1247
CLEBE W SCOTT 413-663-3985

2020 DRINKING WATER QUALITY
REPORT*

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT
YOUR DRINKING WATER SOURCE

The Briggsville Water Districts’ water comes from an underground spring located on
the east side of Massachusetts Route 8 approximately 1/5 mile north of the center of
Clarksburg. The spring flows into a 3000 gal. concrete cistern located at the source.
From the source the water flows through approximately one mile of 6” underground pipe
supplying 60 residences, one industry, one municipal building (Town Hall), and one
commercial facility (R.I. Baker Inc.).

Our system meets all water quality standards set forth by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and The Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection.

Staff continues to participate in training programs sponsored by The Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection, Our systems’ latest Comprehensive
Compliance Evaluation was conducted by the Department of Environmental Protection
on October 24, 2019, and evaluated the adequacy of our water source facilities,
equipment, operation and maintenance for the supply and distribution of safe drinking
water. ‘As a result of the inspection and discussion DEP has again recommended

1. that we consider a rate increase. The current rates do not appear to have the
capability to make significant upgrades as they are needed.

2. we develop a capital improvement plan for the system. Increase storage capacity.

3. we continue to investigate opportunities for the water district to expand control and
protection of the land surrounding the Red Mills Spring. Complete inspection results are
available,

Please continue to conserve water and eliminate any excessive use. Please contact the
Clarksburg Volunteer Fire department and they will be glad to fill your pool for a
reasonable donation.

There will be a meeting in July of the Briggsville Water District. Notice of the
meeting will be posted at Clarksburg Town Hall and on the town website. All consumers
will be notified and are urged to attend.
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SUBSTANCES FOUND IN TAP WATER

Sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the
ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring mineral, and in some cases, radioactive material. It can
pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminants
that may be present in source water include:

Microbial contaminants -such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants -such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from
urban stormwater runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production,
mining, or farming,

Pesticides and herbicides -which may come from a variety of sources such as agricultural, urban
stormwater runoff, and residential uses.

* You may refer lo this report as an annual water qualify report or a consumer confidence
report.

Organic chemjcal contaminants -including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are
by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas
stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.

Radjoactive contaminants ~which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities.
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In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that must provide the same
protection for public health. All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling
the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791.

Some people may be more vulnerabie to contaminants in drinking water than the
general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and some infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Contro! guidelines on
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4751.

The data presented in this report is based on tests primarily conducted in the

2018-20 calendar year. Although only contaminants that tested positive are
represented in this chart, numerous other laboratory anaiyses were completed.

NOTE

Source Water Protection -- The Masgsachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection has completed a source water assessment for the Briggsville Water District.
This report identifies land uses within water supply protection areas that may be potential
sources of contamination. A copy of this report can be made available. Contact the
Briggsville Water District.

Regarding Lead

**If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. The Briggville Water
Destrict is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot confrol the
variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for
several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for
30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in
drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available
from Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.




IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) — the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water. Minimum Detectable Level (MDL)

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) — the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to health.

Treatment Technique (TT) — A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.

Action Level (AL) — The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment
or other requirements which a water system must follow.

Variances and Exemptions — Statc or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment
technique under certain conditions.

Parts per million (ppm) Parts per billion (ppb)

WATER QUALITY TESTING RESULTS

CONTAMINANT HIGHEST RANGE AVERAGE | MCL MCLG VIOLATION | POSSIBLE SOURCE
DETECT DETECTED DETECT (Y/N) OF
VALUE CONTAMINATION

NITRATE 03-20-20 0.185 MG/L 10.0 10.0 N Runoff from fertilizer
BARIUM 05-21-20 0.0071 MG/L 2.0 2.0 N Erosion of Natural

Deposits
TETRACHLOROETHYLEN Vinyl lined asbestos
5/28/20 <0.50 MG/L <(.50 <(0.50 3.0 5.0 N cement pipe
11/18/20 <(.50 MG/L
SODIUM*
5/21/20 1.7 MG/L NONE N Erosion of patural deposits
GROSS ALPHA 0.925 N Erosion of natural deposits
CONTAMINANT UNIT ACTION MCLG # SITES | 90TH #SITES ABOVE

LEVEL PERCENTILE | ACTION
LEYEL

LEAD ** §-06-18 PPRB 0.015 0.0 5 0.0015 0 Household plumbing

and service conneciions
COPPER. 8-06-18 PPM 1.3 1.3 ) 0.0614 0 Household plumbing

and service connections

*Inorganic Compound Waiver-The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP) has
reduced our monitoring requirements to less than once per year, because our source is not at risk for
contamination. The last sample collected was on 05-19-20 and was found to be free of contamination.
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The Briggsville Water District makes every effort to ensure that the water delivered to you home and business is
clean, safe and free of contamination. Our staff works very hard to protect the quality of the water delivered to
our customers from the time the water is extracted via deep wells from underground aquifers or withdrewal point
from a surface water source, throughout the entire freatment and distribution system. But what happens when
the water reaches your home or business? Is there still a need to protect the water quality from contamination
caused by a cross-connection? If so, how?

What iz a cross-connection?

A cross-connection occurs whenever the drinking water supply is or could be in contact with potenticl sources of
poliution or contamination. Cross-connections exist in piping arrangements or equipments that allowad the drinking
water to come in contact with ron-potable liquids, solids or gases (hazardous to humans) in event of a backflow.

What is a backfiow?

Backflow is the undesired reverse of the water flow in the drinking water distribution lines. This backward flow of
water can occur when the pressure created by an equipment or system such as a boiler or air-conditioning is higher
than the water pressure inside the water distribution line {(backpressure), or when the pressure in the distribution
line drops due to routine occurrences such as water main breaks or heavy water demand causing the water to flow
backward inside the water distribution system (backsiphonage). Backflow is a problem that many water consumers
are unaware of , a probléf that each and every water customer has a responsibility to help prevent.

«
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What can I do to help prevent a cross-connection?

Without the proper protection something as simple as a garden hose has the potential to confaminate or pollute

the drinking water lines in your house. In fact over half of the country's cross-connection incidents invalve

unprotected garden hoses. There are very simple steps that you as a drinking water user can take to prevent such
hazards, théy are:
» NEVER submerge o hose in soapy water buckets, pet watering containers, pool, tubs, sinks, drains ar
chemicals. : :
NEVER attached a hose to a garden sprayer without the proper backflow proventer.

“Buy-and install a hose bibb vacuum breaker in any threaded water fixture. The ingtallation can be as easy
ag attaching a garden hose to a spigot. This inexpensive device is available at most hardware stares and
home-improvement centers,

Identify and be aware of potential cross-connections to your water line,
Buy appliances and equipment with a backflow preventer
Buy and install backflow prevention devices or assemblies for all high and moderate hazard connections,

*

If you are the owner or manager of a property that is being used as a commercial, industrial or institutional facility
you must have your property’s plumbing system surveyed for cross-connection by your water purveyor. If your
property has NOT been surveyed for cross-connection contact your water department to schedule @ cross-

connection survey,
5



2

The Massachugetts Drinking Water Regulations, 310 CMR 22.00, requires all public water systems to fave ‘an
approved and fully implameﬁyed Cross-comnection Control Program (CCCP). The [PWS Name] is working diligentiy to
Protect the public health of its drinking water customers from the hazardous caused by unprotected cross-
connections through the implementation of its cross-cennection survey program, elimination or properly protection
of all identified cross-connections, the registration of all cross-connections protected by a reduced pressure
backflow preventers (RPBPs) or o double check valve assemblies (DCVAS), and the implementation of a testing
program for all RP8Ps and DCVAs.

The following chart shows how the Briggsville Water District's CCCP is being implemented:

Cross-connection Surveys Information:

Type of Total # # Facilities # Focilities # Facilitins # Facllities
Facilities Facilitias Surveysd for Remaining to be | Surveyad for the | Re-surveyed in
Served | Cross-connection Surveyed-for First Time in [ymar}
. Cross-connection [year]
Commercial 2 2 CQ 1998 Ne Change
Industrial 1 1 0 1998 No Change
Institutional 0 0 0 1958 No Change
~_Municipal | 1 0 1998 Na Change
Backflow Prevention Devices and Assemblies Testing Information:
Type of Backflow # Devices ar Test Total # of % T8 | # Re-test .|
Preventer Assemblies Frequency Routine Test Failwes [ Y.
RPBP 0 Semi-annual™ 0 0 1T~ 0
DCVA 0 _ Annual* 0 0 0
PVB (if applicable) Annual **
* Required frequency ** Recommended
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Clebe Scott at (413)663-3985
Some Examples Where Cross-connections Occur
e
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